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Ha-Joon Chang has taught in the Faculty of Economics at the University of Cambridge since 1990.  Let’s 
get it straight up front:  Chang is all for economic development and trade among nations.  He has 
published eleven books and consulted for the United Nations, the World Bank, and many other 
organizations.  Ha-Joon Chang was born and raised in South Korea and experienced poverty first hand 
and has been a close observer of his native country’s development failures and successes. 
 
Chang’s book is a sustained polemic against much of today’s conventional thinking about globalization 
and economic development.  It is not surprising to see anti-establishment crusader Noam Chomsky’s 
positive blurb on the back cover. The positive endorsement from Joseph Stiglitz is solid accreditation for 
Chang’s book.  Globalization true believers need to note Martin Wolf’s praise as well.  This is a serious, 
well-argued consideration.  It is a very well-written and fascinating page-turner.   
 
Do you remember Jesus’ parable of the “Good Samaritan”?  A Jewish guy got beaten, robbed, and left for 
dead on the road to Jericho.  Most good people walked by him on the other side of the road.  But a good 
man from Samaria (a people normally estranged from the Jews) stopped and helped the guy get the 
assistance he needed. Ha-Joon Chang is suggesting, none too subtly, that the wealthy economies of the 
West, and their institutions like the World Bank, IMF, and WTO are actually harming the underdeveloped, 
suffering economies of the world by the “help” they give them.  They are being Bad Samaritans. 
 
Chang’s basic method throughout his book is to show first that the central proposals of today’s neo-liberal 
free trade economists are not causally related to all the development success stories they claim (in South 
Korea, Taiwan, China, Japan, or almost anywhere else).  The successes are more complex.  And the 
failure stories are not causally linked just to a failure to follow neo-liberal prescriptions.  Second, the 
development success stories of the USA and other western economies do not demonstrate the neo-
liberal formula. Having climbed to their dominant position by a path other than the neo-liberal one, the 
neo-liberals now want to “kick the ladder” (Chang wrote another book with this title) away so others 
cannot share their success. 
 
Chang provides vast evidence that successful developing economies often protect infant industries with 
trade barriers, subsidies, and tariffs---sometimes for long periods of time.  He gives many examples of 
public/private economic development successes (contra the neo-liberal demand to privatize everything).  
He shows how contemporary intellectual property notions (patents, copyrights, etc.), which are demanded 
of emerging nations, were not around to impede development in the USA and other industrializing nations 
in the West. Bad Samaritans is a serious challenge to Thomas Friedman and many others who write on 
globalization.  Chang’s chapter on economic development in corrupt and undemocratic countries is a 
fascinating argument you won’t find in many other books.  His counterpoint to Francis Fukuyama’s view of 
culture and economic development (Trust: The Social Virtues and the Creation of Prosperity) is an 
insightful and wise caution, very optimistic and hopeful in its implications in the end. 
 
In July and August of 2007 the Financial Times published a fascinating critique of Bad Samaritans by 
Martin Wolf and four other economists (three negative, one positive toward Chang), followed by a 
response from Ha-Joon Chang.  Wolf is a brilliant, nuanced conversation partner and opponent for 
Chang.  As Chang writes in response, a couple of the negative critics either don’t understand or didn’t 
read the book they excoriate.   Ha-Joon Chang’s extensive, careful response to all these critics is 
masterful. 
 
Ha-Joon Chang definitely needs to join Martin Wolf, Thomas Friedman, and Joseph Stiglitz in your 
working library on globalization.  The world cannot afford to overlook this case and the questions it raises. 
 


